Blocking Time

Ray High School in Corpus Christi, Texas, initiated block scheduling the same year study groups were being considered as a viable option for earning professional development credits. The teachers who formed study groups met one day a week during their common planning time and chose to continue dialogue through their extended lunch period.
A staff in a Snoqualmie Middle School elected to increase their teacher/student ratio during a one year pilot in exchange for two prep periods during the day.   One prep period was being used for teaming, professional learning communities, and examining student work while the other prep period was used for personal planning.  Upon reflection at the end of the year, the staff saw tremendous benefits to themselves as professionals and benefits to the students including significant increases in student achievement.  As a result, they elected to keep the schedule and it remains in place today.

At Elder Middle School in Sandersville, Georgia, teachers have a daily 90-minute planning period. Once a week, the first 60 minutes of a planning period is labeled "study group" time. In that hour, teachers on a team are actively engaged in a study using the study group format.

