Higher Ed Opportunities

Winnona Park Elementary in Decatur, Georgia, benefits from a team of 19 college students that spend every Thursday at the school. The young men and women are participating in Eco Watch, an environmental leadership program of the Atlanta Outward Bound Center. The college students do classroom and school-wide environmental activities with the elementary students. This frees teachers to meet in study groups on Thursdays. The college students keep a record of the hours they spend at the school and, at the end of the school year, the hours are converted into dollars for college tuitions.

Several schools are currently exploring how to release teachers from their teaching duties for an hour and a half each week. The students would remain at the schools, being dismissed at their regular times. Professionals from area universities, health care facilities, community agencies, businesses, and city/county governmental agencies are considering how volunteers can provide instruction during this hour and a half in many subject areas. Students could be grouped differently than in their regular classes, forming larger and smaller classes across grade levels. PTAs are also considering budgeting funds for this purpose where funds are needed.
Schools in Washington will need to abide by all instruction and supervision requirements outlined in the RCW’s and WAC’s.   
