Use of Space

To facilitate effective teacher talk and exchange about professional issues, use of space within schools is important to consider when developing and sustaining professional learning communities.  Recent research suggests that opportunities for professional exchange appear to be facilitated by physical proximity (teachers in a department having neighboring classrooms) and interdependent teaching roles (team teaching, joint lesson planning,).  

A list of physical factors that result in an environment conducive to school change and improvement include: the availability of resources; schedules and structures that reduce isolation; policies that encourage greater autonomy, foster collaboration, enhance effective communication, and provide for job embedded professional development.
