Mike Schmoker Quote Activity

Please read the Michael Schmoker quote below and reflect upon what Schmoker was communicating in his observations.  Keep the following questions in mind as you read the statement:

1. What do you think Schmoker was referencing when he was describing “highly unprofessional practices?

2. Can you think of strategies that are used in your school that are “tolerated” and in fact become part of the school’s culture in the “name of professionalism?”

Quote:  Isolation ensures that highly unprofessional practices are tolerated and thus proliferate in the name of…professionalism. “What works” morphs easily into what feels good, or keeps kids occupied or “what I’ve always done and gotten good evaluations for.”
Mike Schmoker
Reflection:  
How do you feel about this quote?  What immediately comes to mind?

After reflecting on this quote, dialogue with your team members about how this quote relates or doesn’t relate to your school.  It might help to think about this in terms of a continuum and where your school might land on the continuum.  
