Time Resources Activity
Directions:  The articles outlined below are available online at 

www.nsdc.org/library/resources.cfm
The link will take you to a section of the National Staff Development Council’s online library website which offers links to additional articles and web links related to finding and effectively using time for onsite professional development.  If finding time is an issue for your school, check these articles out and discuss the ideas with your team.

Finding Time for Faculties to Study Together:  By Carlene Murphy

Murphy states that if a faculty agrees that schools are learning organizations for the adults in the building as well for children, time will be found.  She cites numerous examples of real schools that are finding time for staff development.
Making Time for Adult Learning:  By Pricilla Pardini

Pardini cites eight real-life examples of school that use a variety of strategies to find time for professional development.  She provides contact information for each school cited.

Target Time Toward Teachers:  By Linda Darling-Hammond

Darling-Hammond writes about numerous schools that have restructured for ongoing professional development.  She discusses strategies that (a) allow for shared planning. (b) support stronger relationships and deeper knowledge of learnings, and (c) create longer blocks of instructional time while reducing teaching loads and increasing planning time.

Time, It’s Made, Not Found:  By Stephan Barkley

Barkley argues that school reform is slowed due to lack of time for professional learning.  He cites examples of making time, including periodically regrouping students into larger classes, thus freeing up faculty for meeting together.

Think Outside the Clock:  Create Time for Professional Learning:  By Joan Richardson

Richardson offers examples of real schools that have made time for teachers to learn during the school day.  She cites experiences of staff developers and consultants who offer insights into the problems and possibilities of finding time.

Prisoners of Time:  By the National Commission on Time and Learning

This is an excellent resource that thoroughly examines the challenge of time for teaching and learning.  The commission makes realistic, powerful recommendations concerning the use of time as a factor to support learning, not a boundary that marks its limits.  The entire document is available online at:

www.ed.gov/pubs/PrisonersOfTime
