Einstein Puzzle
Einstein supposedly wrote this quiz.  He also said he believed 98% of the world could not figure it out.  Your job is to work collaboratively in groups to solve the Einstein puzzle.  You may want to ask the group before they begin “What are the attributes of collaboration?”

Supplies needed for activity:

· Divide group into 5 groups of not more than 7 per group

· Give each group a large sheet of chart paper and a set of black, red, green, yellow, blue and white markers.

· Assign each group a color of a “house” red, green, yellow, blue and white
General instructions for the Puzzle:

· There are five houses in five different colors.

· In each house lives a person with a different nationality.

· These five owners drink a certain drink, smoke a certain brand of tobacco and keep a certain pet.

No owners have the same pet, smoke the same tobacco, or drink the same drink.


The big question is:  Who owns the fish?

1. The Brit lives in the red house.

2. The Swede keeps dogs as pets.

3. The Dane drinks tea.

4. The green house is adjacent on the left of the white house.

5. The green house owner drinks coffee.

6. The person who smokes Pall Mall raises birds.

7. The owner of the yellow house smokes Dunhill.

8. The man living in the house right in the center drinks milk.

9. The Norwegian lives in the first house.

10. The man who smokes Blends lives next to the one who keeps cats.

11. The man who keeps horses lives next to the one who smokes Dunhill.

12. The owner who smokes Bluemaster drinks juice.

13. The German smokes Prince.

14. The Norwegian lives next to the blue house.

15. The man who smokes Blend has a neighbor who drinks water.

Debrief  Questions

1. How did you go about completing the puzzle?

2. What problem solving strategies did you use or notice in the group?

3. What strategies seemed to work?

4. What supported or inhibited people working together?

5. In what ways did competition influence this experience?

6. In what ways did collaboration influence this group’s process? 

